
7th grade PAP Summer Choice Reading 

Choose one of the following books to read this summer. Summer reading will be part of 
classwork the first week of school. Happy Reading! 
 
 

 
Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 
 
Lupita, a budding actor and poet in a close-knit Mexican American immigrant family, comes of 
age as she struggles with adult responsibilities during her mother's battle with cancer in this 
young adult novel in verse.  

When Lupita learns Mami has cancer, she is terrified by the possibility of losing her mother, the 
anchor of her close-knit family. Suddenly, being a high school student, starring in a play, and 
dealing with friends who don't always understand, become less important than doing whatever 
she can to save Mami's life.  

While her father cares for Mami at an out-of-town clinic, Lupita takes charge of her seven younger siblings. As Lupita 
struggles to keep the family afloat, she takes refuge in the shade of a mesquite tree, where she escapes the chaos at 
home to write. Forced to face her limitations in the midst of overwhelming changes and losses, Lupita rediscovers her 
voice and finds healing in the power of words. 

Heaven by Angela Johnson  
Marley has lived in Heaven since she was two years old, when her mother found a postcard 
postmarked HEAVEN, OH on a park bench and decided that was where she wanted to raise her 
family. And for twelve years, Marley's hometown has lived up to its name. She lives in a house by 
the river, has loving parents, a funny younger brother, good friends, and receives frequent letters 
from her mysterious Uncle Jack. Then one day a letter arrives from Alabama, and Marley's life is 
turned upside down.  

Marley doesn't even know who she is anymore -- but where can she go for answers, when she's 
been deceived by the very people she should be able to trust the most?  

 
 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass  
In one month Jeremy Fink will turn thirteen. But does he have what it takes to be a teenager? 
He collects mutant candy, he won't venture more than four blocks from his apartment if he can 
help it, and he definitely doesn't like surprises. On the other hand, his best friend, Lizzy, isn't 
afraid of anything, even if that might get her into trouble now and then. 

Jeremy's summer takes an unexpected turn when a mysterious wooden box arrives in the mail. 
According to the writing on the box, it holds the meaning of life! Jeremy is supposed to open it 
on his thirteenth birthday. The problem is, the keys are missing, and the box is made so that 
only the keys will open it without destroying what's inside. Jeremy and Lizzy set off to find the 
keys, but when one of their efforts goes very wrong, Jeremy starts to lose hope that he'll ever 
be able to open the box. But he soon discovers that when you're meeting people named 
Oswald Oswald and using a private limo to deliver unusual objects to strangers all over the city, 

there might be other ways of finding out the meaning of life. 
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